


BAATGKOK
he dic tum " the  h igher ,  the
better"-an obvious way tc
s tand ou t -de f ines  the  Tow E;

CLUB AT LEBUA (ffon'r S38O; /e:..
com) ,  wh i ch  s i t s  on  t he  51s t  i o  5 : '
f l oo r s  o f  Bangkok ' s  second - ta l : . '
bu i l d i ng .  Wh i l e  t he re  a re  be t t e r
p l aces  t o  s t ay ,  a t  l eas t  acco rd l n :  :  :
one  expe r t  t r ave l  aqen t ,  i t ' s  wo ' : -
a  v i s i t  f o r  t he  as ton i sh ing  v i ews
f rom the  open -a i r  Sky  Ba r  on  6 :
and the part ia l ly  a l f resco Asian
restaurant  Breeze,  on 51 and 52.

For the most part ,  f inancia l
c r i s i s  and  po l i t i ca l  upse t  have
meant restra ined growth across
Bangkok.  As Monocle edi tor  Ty e-
Brul6 notes,  hotel  archi tecture
he re  cou ld  s t and  t o  "up  i t s  game
And  i ndeed ,  l i t t l e  has  been  bu i l t
in  recent  years to compete wi th
the c i ty 's  two luxury sta lwarts,  t l^ :
PENINSULA ( f  ram S32O; pe n insul  a. :  :
and the MANDARIN ORIENTAL ( f . . .
5360; mandarinon enfa/.com), a sitUa-
t i on  l i ke l y  t o  l as t  un t i l  2014 ,  when
a  150 - room Ed i t i on  ( t he  new  l uxu i ,
b rand  f r om l an  Sch rage r  and  Mar '
r i o t t )  opens  be low  t he  R i t z -Ca r l t o -
Residences in a 77-story skyscrap'
er  designed by Ole Scheeren of
Rem Koo lhaas ' s  Du t ch  f i rm  OMA,
w i t h  i n t e r i o r s  by  B r i t  Dav id  Co l l i n s .

Bu t  pos i t i ve  s i gns  can  be  f ounc
espec ia l l y  a t  sma l l e r ,  p r i va te l y
owned spots l ike the new PRAYA
PALAZZO (from S47a; prayapalazzo.
com),  a l7-room mansion on the
Chao Phraya River.  And THE SIAM
HOIEL ( f ran 5500: t hesiamh atel.ca n
a l so  on  t he  wa te r f r on t ,  debu t s  t h i s
summer ,  des igned  by  Bangkok -
based  Amer i can  B i l l  Bens ley ,
who  has  a l so  wo rked  w i t h  Fou r
Seasons,  Hyat t  and Oberoi .

Ano the r  bou t i que  f avo r i t e  i s
the EUGENIA r t rom S23a: thepugen,d
com),  a 12-room spot f rom Taiwanese
designer Eugene Yu-Ching Yeh.
The sty le here is  the opposi te of
the c i ty 's  sky-high aesthet ic .  Bui l t
new, Eugenia 's restra ined,  Iow- ly ing
co lon ia l - s t y l e  bu i l d i ng  i s  done  i n
grays,  b lue-blacks and browns,
wi th Asian ant iques and taxidermy
scat tered about.  l t 's  a sort  of  Thai-
tweaked vers ion of  Florence's J.K.
Place-a Yeh favor i te.
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